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TURKS’ VICTORY: LEAGUE'S OPPORTUNITY 


‘.- intrigues of Allied statesmen, 

Britain’s betrayal of Arab national 
aspirations in order to assure British 
control in Mesopotamia, France’s abuses 
of power in Syria, Russia and France’s 
undisguised support of the Kemalist revolt 
against the humiliating dismemberment 
of Turkey decreed by the Treaty of 
Sevres, the unwillingness of America to 
assume any responsibility in the Near 
East and the unwillingness of any Euro- 
pean great power to exercise authority 
there except as dictated by selfish nation- 
alistie aspirations, are the outstanding fac- 
tors which have made the Turkish victory 
possible. The completeness of the na- 
tionalist achievement is shown not only 
by the terms offered to Mustapha Kemal 
in the joint note sent to him on September 
23 by France, Great Britain and Italy, but 
also by the tone of marked deference 
adopted in that dispatch. Thrace and 
Constantinople are virtually promised 
him if he will consent to an armistice and 
a general conference to be held at Ven- 
ice. It is too early to tell whether even 
this complete surrender is sufficient to 
meet the resurgent Turkish aspirations. 


The Turks’ Counter Proposals 


The Turkish representatives have indi- 
cated that, though satisfied with the ter- 
ritory promised them, they are unwilling 
to suspend military operations unless and 
until all moves for Allied reénforcements 
are also stopped. Not without reason 
they prefer to depend upon their own mili- 
tary strength rather than upon the un- 
certain reed of Allied promises. They also 
question the demilitarization of the Sea of 
Marmora and Thrace. With marked good 
sense they insist that all nations having 
commercial, military or other interests 
in the Dardanelles, including Russia and 
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Bulgaria, sh participate in the pro- 
posed general ee conference. 

Admitting the principle of the freedom 
of the Dardanelles, the Kemalists are not 
prepared to accept without discussion the 
Allies’ suggestion that the control of the 
straits be under the League of Nations. 
This hesitancy is natural, in view of the 
absence of both Russia and Turkey from 
the League. The incongruity of this situ- 
ation the Allies would remove in part by 
supporting the admission of Turkey to the 
League. Unfortunately, the Allies are not 
prepared to propose such admission for 
Russia, nor are there any indications that 
the Moscow authorities are in a mood to 
accept. On this rock the whole proposal 
may fail. 

The League’s Opportunity 

But if Turkey, with Russia’s assent, ac- 
cepts the Allies’ proposal and France and 
Britain in good faith support the League’s 
administration over the Dardanelles and 
its protection “of religious and racial 
minorities,” not only peace, but a rational 
and lasting settlement may be achieved. 
There are many and important “if’s” in 
this analysis. The chances are more than 
even that the League will not be given a 
real chance to function and that we shall 
see once more an unworthy diplomatic 
compromise which settles nothing. None 
the less, the appeal to the League has 
again demonstrated that the supreme need 
in international relations is a _ world- 
inclusive, co-operative organization whose 
prestige and authority would make it the 
master and not the servant of nation- 
alistic and intriguing diplomats. This the 
present League may become if it has a 
fair opportunity now in the Near East 
and when ultimately Russia, Germany and 
the United States are active members. 


JAMES G. McDONALD. 
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Allied Debts Again 


HE announcement a few days ago of 

the coming soon of Sir Robert 
Horne, the British Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, to negotiate in reference to the 
refunding of the British obligations owed 
here, emphasizes again the pressing im- 
portance of the whole question of Allied 
debts. France, Italy and Belgium have 
already almost bluntly told this govern- 
ment that, despite the Congressional 
resolution requiring them tqrefund their 
obligations on a twenty-five year basis 
and with interest at not less than 414 
per cent, they are not able now to do so. 
They have added that.they are unable at 
present to set a date when they will be 
able to meet these conditions. 

Until recently it has been generally as- 
sumed that Britain would adopt the very 
different policy of accepting without 
question our government’s refunding 
program and promptly begin payment 
of a portion of the interest due. But now 
this is not so certain. It has become in- 
creasingly evident during the last few 
months that aside from the financial dif- 
ficulties involved, there are imperative 
international considerations which cast 
grave doubts on the wisdom of Britain’s 
beginning payments now. 

Basicly, the Allied obligations to us, 
their obligations to each other and the 
German obligations to the Allies are 
parts of a single problem. Our govern- 
ment alone has assumed that its claims 
must be treated as something apart. 
They are not. They cannot be settled 
on that basis. Not until our govern- 
ment is willing to recognize the inextric- 
able inter-relationship of all the war 
debts, will any final settlement be pos- 
sible. 

Cecil’s Warning 


HE following A. P. summary of Lord 

Robert Cecil’s notable address of 
September 19th before the Disarmament 
Committee of the League of Nations As- 
sembly is a frank facing of the facts which 
Secretary Hughes and President Harding 
seem unwilling to understand. 

“Political and economic conditions in Europe 
are so precarious that no general scheme for re- 
duction of armaments could now be accepted. The 
world is kept in a condition of suspicion and un- 
rest incompatible with real peace. Without peace 
moral disarmament and plans for material dis- 
armament are vain. 

“Among the causes, that which is of over- 
whelming importance is international indebted- 
ness, which is embarrassing all the Governments 
of the greater States of Europe. These inter- 
governmental debts, whether reparation obliga- 
tions, relief credits or debts contracted between 
the Allies in the great war, constitute together a 
problem which it is essential to solve before the 
economic life of Europe can be restored. Until 
measures have been taken to this end there can be 
no hope that the fall of exchanges can be checked 
and international commerce re-established. 

“To whatever body it is referred, a solution 
seems impossible unless certain conditions are ful- 
filled. nm the first place the whole subject, in- 
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cluding allied debts and reparations, must be 
opened for discussion. Next, since the problem 
is world-wide, other nations besides those im- 
mediately involved must accept their share of 
the responsibility for the decision. Then if any 
money for the payment of reparations is found to 
be available it can only come for the present from 
some form of international loan. 

“In the last place there must be no delay, for 
all competent observers agree that the time with- 
in which Europe can find financial salvation is 


short.” 
Can Germany Pay? 
To the Editor, F. P. A. Bulletin: 
OU say “Germany canot pay the reparations 
assessed against her.” 

That statement needs proof. If we in- 
sisted that Germany collect the rental value of 
her lands and mineral lands and public franchises 
that now go to private owners, could she not 
pay for the damage she has done? 

The Kaiser and Count von Sternberg who own 
all the land that you can see from the Brocken 
in the Hartz Mountains are still collecting enor- 
mous revenues from Germans. These are only 
examples of those who are made preferred credi- 
tors with our tacit consent. Why not ask that 
those be applied to the debt? Then if there is still 
a deficit, we will consider some composition. * * * 

Will you print this suggestion anyhow and see 
if your subscribers have “the intelligence to see 
that the allied debts are for the most part hope- 
lessly uncollectable”—otherwise? 

BOLTON HALL. 

[The writer appears to confuse reparations and 
inter-allied indebtedness. He also fails to dis- 
tinguish between payment by a government of 
obligations within its border and payment of 
similar obligations outside its frontiers. For in- 
stance, Germany or France face with relative 
equanimity the problem of their internal indebt- 
edness because, either through taxation or infla- 
tion in one form or another, these obligations can 
be met. It is, however, a totally different matter 
when either France undertakes to pay her debts 
to us, or Germany, her debts to France. ]} 

THE EDITOR. 


F. P. A. MEETINGS 
I 


Town Hall Meeting 


121 WEST 43rd STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
Thursday Evening, October 5th, at 8:15 


The League of Nations’ Challenge to American 
Opinion. Will the United States Co- 
operate to Avoid World Catestrophe? 
Speakers: 

MR. KENNETH LINDSAY, 
MR. M. C. HOLLIS, 
MR. EDWARD MARJORIBANKS, 


DR. HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK, Chairman 


There will be opportunity for questions and dis- 
cussion from the floor. 


Admission Free Doors Open at 7:30 P. M. 
II. 
Luncheon Discussion 


Hotel Astor 
Saturday, October 7th, at 12:45 sharp 


The Crisis in the Near East. 


Speakers: 
DR. HERBERT ADAMS GIBBONS, 
MR. K. TSOLAINOS, 
M. K. ZIA BEY, 

Covers: Members $2 each; Non-Members $3 each. Mem- 
bers making reservations for non-members will please draw 
checks accordingly. If making reservations for other mem- 
bers, please GIVE THEIR NAMES. 

Seats assigned in order of receipt of reservations which 
must be accompanied by check. Tables seat ten. Checks 
payable to Robert H. Gardiner, Treasurer, 3 W. 29th St., 
New York City. 
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